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CLERICAL CIRCULAR LETTER. 


THE FOLLOWING IS THE CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE 
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY? 


To the Reverend the Clergy of the Diccefe and the Peculiars of the See 
of Canterbury. 


Reverend Brother, 
ig the prefent fituation of the country, expeCting without 

undue alarm, but not without juft anxiety, the appearance 
of a defperate and malignant enemy on our coatts; there is 
perhaps no circumftance, fingly taken on which more may 
depend, with regard to the interefts of religion, the credit of 
our order, and the public fafety, than the difcretion with which 
the conduct of the clergy ought to be diftinguifhed in thefe 
moments of general and neceflary exertion; when all good 
men are called upon to come forward and to repel the attempts 
of an enemy, breathing revenge againft this kingdom in 
general ; revenge, not for wrongs on our part done, but for 
wrongs on their part by us refifted, and fraught with particular 
malice again{t our holy religion and its minifters, Under this 
perfuafion, | have thought it my duty to call a meeting of the 
Bithops, in order to confider, in what way the parochial clergy 
may moft effectually promote the common cavfe, without 
negleGing the proper duties of our holy calling, of which we 
never muit lofe fight, and leaft of all, in times of public 
danger. 
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The meeting confifted of the two Archbifhops and eleven 
other Bifhops, the occafion being thought too preffing to wait 
the arrival of others from the remote diocefes. ‘The two re. 
folutions, which I now tranfmit to you, were agreed upon 
unanimoufly. In them we warn you, not to abandon on 
proper bufinefs of your profeffion, in order to take up the 
foldier’s occupation, in which your actual fervice can be but 
very limited, and at laft may not be wanted. We aflure our- 
{elves you will, in all circumftances, naturally with to make 
your exertions in thofe fervices, of which you feel yourfelves 
the molt capable ; and thofe will generally be fuch, as will the 
Jeaft interfere with your facredfun@tions, But if the danger 
fhould be realized, and the enemy {et his foot upon our fhores, 
our hand, with that of every man, muft, in every way, be 
againit thofe who come for purpoles of rapine and defo! em 
the avowed champions of anarchy and irreligiong defying the 
living God. Ve are the fervants of God, and God’s 
fervants in God’s caufe muft take an equal fhare with their 
fellow fabjeés in fuch an emergency, againft the blaiphemers 
of his Holy Name. oe one fervice, in particular, among 
many others, for which the country, amidii the din of arms, 

will naturally look to the  witlom and picty of the clergy, will 

be, that by your perfuafion, your exhortations, and your good 

example, you will be the inftraments of maintaining intetnal 

harmony and fubordination, in a crifis, when harmony and 

fabordination, even with the werk, general dilpofition of the 
eople, are moft difficule to be maiutained. 

J commend you to God’s bi oh and holy p roteSion, with 
good hope and confidence of your difcretion and zeal in this 
time of trial. 

Iam, your affeStionatc brother, 
J. CANTUAR. 

April 28,1798. Ata meeting of the two Archbit {hops and 
eleven Bifhops cn this day, the following rclolutions were paile d 
unanimoufly ; 

Refolved, That it would not conduce in any confiderable 
degree to the defence and fafety of the kingdom, and would in 
terfere with the proper duties of the prefediiion, if the clergy 
were to accept Commiilions in the army, be iarolled in any 
military Corps, or be trained to the ule of arms. 

Retolved further, That in the cafe of actual invafion, or 
dahgerous infurrection, it will be the duty of every clergyman 
to give his affiftance in repelling both, ‘in uny way that the 
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CURSORY REM on DEDICATIONS, 


(Continued from Page 384, and concluded.) 


ARS. pen rt A iahaaatae knowing herfelf, thought fhe 
knew that flattery, ever fo clumfily laid on, may yet be 
se g, addrefies her patron as follows ; 

The prote :Gtion of the moft diftinguifhed, produces a 
kind of i#/piration much fuperior to that which the heathenifh 
poets pretended to derive hea om their fiGitious Apollo: My 
ambition isto addrefs one of my weak A rformances to your 
Lordlhi iP> who are iy allowed, by univerfal con ufent, to bethe 
beft judge of ali kinds of writing. I was, inde ed, at firt 
deterred te my defign, by a thought, that it might be ace 
counted unpardonable rudenefs to o btewde a trifle of this 
nature to aperfon, whofe /ublime wijdon woderates the council, 
whic chy atthis critical juncture, over-rules the fate of a// Eue 
rope.” 

One more fpecimen of the fulfolme, and we have done. 

“ Nature and fortune were certainly in league, when your 
Grace were born; and as the firft took care to give you- 
beauty enough to enflave the hearts of all the world, fo the 
other refolved to do its merit juftice, that none but a monarch, 
fit to rule the world, fhould ever poliets it, and init, he hadan 





empire.’ 

This produftion is from the per of Otway, and was ad- 
dreffed tothe Duchels of Portfarouth, a notorious proftitute, 
To thefe examples, many more might be added. But the 
queftion is, whether, notwithftanding this grofs abufe o 
practice of dedication, it may not ye J be ufed in a 
highly honourable both to the dedicator and the patron 
queftion, | humbly think, may be anfwered in the affirmat 
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It is a graceful bow at entering into literary life, and no man 
can be blamed for withing to be feenin good company. 

The moft elegant dedicator of our times was, I think, 
beyond all comparifon, the late Dr. Samuel Johnion. No maa 
difdained fervility to the great, more than he, yet when he 
pleafes to compliment, there is a graceful dignity reflected and 
reflecting mutually, which has been rarely imitated, and pro- 
bably cannot be excelled. He wrote a great many dedications 
to different works which were not his own, but he always 
fhews that he knew the patron. I fhall fele& a very few 
fpecimens, which, in my opinion, are matchlefs. The firf 
fhail be the dedication he wrote for Drs, James’s Medicinal 


DiGionary, addreffed to Dr. Mead. 


“ Sir, 

“ That the Medicinal DiGtionary is dedicated to you, is to 
be imputed only to your reputation for fuperior {kill in thofe 
fciences, which Ibave endeavoured to explain and facilitate; 
and you are, therefore, to confider this addrefs, if it be agree- 
able to you,as one of the rewards of merit; and, if other- 
wife,as one of the inconveniencies of eminence. However 
you fhall receive it, my defign cannot be difappointed ; becaule 
this public appeal to your judgment will fhow that | do not 
found my hopes of approbation upon the ignorance of my 
readers, and that I fear his cenfure leaft, whofe knowledge is 
moft extenfive.”’ 


The Do@or told his biographer, that “ he believed he had 
dedicated to all the royal ‘amily round,” and it was indifferent 
tohim what was the fubject of the work dedicated, provided it 
Were innocent. Some of thefe are printed in his life, or inhis 
works, The following has efcaped the notice of all his 
biographers. I fix it upon him from internal evidence: The 
turn of thought will be found exactly correfponding with that 
with which this paper concludes, This is addredled to the 
King, and is prefixed to Gwynn’s London and Weftmintter 
Improved, 176€. 


ss Sir, 
«© The patronage of works, which have a tendency toward 


advancing the happinefs of mankind, naturally belongs to great 

princes 5 and public good, in which public elegance is come 
1* n ie ” 

prized, has ever been the object of your Majefty’s regard 
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But the following is equal, if not fuperior to any of his de 
dications; it is prefixed to the works of Dr. Zachary Pearce, 


Bifhop of Rochefter. 
To the KING. 
« SiR, 

“ T prefume tolay before your Majelty, the laft labours of 
pieadnd Bifhop, who died in the toils and duties of his calling. 
He is now beyond the reach of all earthly honours and re 
wards; and only the hope of inciting others to imitate him, 
makes it now fit to be remembered, that he enjoyed in his life 
* ome of your Majetty. 

¢ The tumultuary life of princes feldom permits them to 
recta the wide extent of national intereft, without lofing 
fight of private merit; to exhibit qualities which may be imi- 
tated by the the higheft and the humbleft of mankind; and to 
be at once amiable and great. 

“ Such characters, if now and then they appear in hiftory, 
are contemplated with admiration. May it be the ambition of 
all your te to make hafte with their tribute of revee 
rence: And as pofterity may learn from your Majefty how 
Kings fhould liv e, may they learn, likewife, frcan yous people, 
how they fhould be honoured.—I am, &c.” 


To this fclection, it would be improper not to add the 
modeft and elegant dedications to the firft five volumes of the 
Biographia Britannica, written by the late Dr. Kippis, but the 
length to which this article has already extended, leaves me 
room only to point them out. 

C. 


Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy y of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


& 


(Continued from Page 396.) 


ROCEEDING farther on, they perceived plantations of 
mulberry trees, fome of which bore white, others red, or 
black fruit. The boughs being frequently lopped off, young 
{cions fhoot out abundantly, the leaves which are tender and 
more nutritious for filkworms than thole gathered from older 
branches. The aurelias of the filkworm, as wel ] as the white 
carth-grub, and the larva of the fphinx moth, are accounied 































go6 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


among the Chinefe a delicacy for the table. In thisy however, 
they are not fingular, for in the Weft Indies a large caters 
pillar, which feeds upon a palm, is efteemed a delicious morfel, 

Bridges of a reddith granite, and fome of a coarfe, grey 
marble, were thrown over the canal, the arches of which were 
varioufly conftructed. To pafs under thefe bridges, it was ne- 
ceffary to ftrike the yacht’s matt, and to ereét in its ftead a 
pair of fheers, confifting of two poles, one from each fide of 
the veficl, which uniting at the top formed two legs of an 
ifofceles triangle. But the arches of fome of the bridges were 
lofty enough to admit the veffels to pafs under in full fail. 
The vaft height of thefe arches render fteps neceflary to them 
from the extremity of the bridge ; of courfe they are not pal» 
fable for wheel carriages. 

The city of Sou-choo foo, in the vicinity of Nan-kin, 
termed the Paradife of China, is large and very populous, the 
houfes are neat and well built, and the inhabitants refpectable, 
drefled moftly in filk. ‘The women were fairer than thofe in 
the north, many of whom wore a {mali cap of black fatin, 
adorned with jewels upon the forehead, brought down toa 
peak between the eyebrows, and they had car-pendents of gold 
or cryftal, 

In the vicinity of this city is found that remarkable tree 
which produces tallow, the craton febiferum of Linnzus. ‘This 
tree grows to the height of a common cherry tree 5 its beau- 
tiful white bloflom is followed by its fruit, growing in bunches, 
which is contained in a hard, brownify hufk, which, whea 
ripe, feparates in the middle like a chefaut. Each hufk con- 
tains three {mall kerne!s, about the fize of a hazel nut; and 
every kernel is covered with a hard, white, oleaginous iud- 
flance, (in like manner as the pulp of a cherry round its ttonc) 
which has the properties of tallow, but in ftripping it off it 
does not luil the hands. With this tallow the Chinele mace 





candles. 
The yachts ftopped at a village near the city of Han-choo- 
| PP o é 
foo, to receive the new Viceroy of Canton. He came ina 
barge to pay the firlt vilit to Sun-ta-zbin, and tothe Eabaila- 
o y > 
cor. He confiemed the ailurances which had been given of 


he Emperos’s friendly difpofition towards his Excellency and 
the Engiith, to which, ia the moft pleafing manner, he added 
his own good- will. 

In addition to the honour conferred by the Emperor on 
Chaung-ta-zhin, the Viceroy, the inhabitants of the Che- 
kiang, the government of which he had jult quitted, aud where 
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he had adminiftered impartial juftice, gave him the mof flatter- 
ing of titles, by calling him “ the fecond Confucius.” He 
accompanied Sun-ta-zhin and the Embaflador into Han- 
choo-foo, at which place they arrived on the gth of Novem- 
ber, 1793+ 

The city of Han-choo-foo, nearly equal in population to 
Pekia, is the grand emporium for merchandife, and all kinds 
of articles which pafs between the northern and fouthern pro- 
vinces. The higheft houfes have only two ftories ; the fireets 
are narrow, but well paved; in the principal of which the 
fhops are as {plendid as any in London. ‘The manufadture of 
filks and fatins, for which there is a brifk demand, is done by 
women; and furs and Englifh broad cloths form no incon- 
fiderable part of their trade. The ladies, in lieu of linen, 
wear next them a filk netting, over this a waiftcoat and drawers 
of fijk, lined in cold wea ther with furs, and a {atin robe above 

all, neatly gathered round the waift, and retaincd by a fafh. 

Information was received here that Sir Erafmus Gower 
had failed from Chufan, but as he had flated in a former letter 
that he fhould proceed to Canton to get a fupply of medicines 
which he could not obtain elfewhere, a difpatch was immee 
diately fent to the Company’s Commifioners at Canton to 
ftop the Lion. From this place the new Viceroy permitted 
Captain Macintofh and a part of the Embaflador’s fuite to go 
to Chu-fan, where the Hindotian was taking in a carge. 
Sun-ta-zhin, who took a friendly leave of the Embaffador, 
accompanied this party. They fet out on the 13th, and ar- 
rived there on the 19th of November 5 at which place their 
conductor, after making prefents to them on behalf of the 
Emperor, fhook the Captain heartily by the hand, and bade 
him a cordial adieu. 

The Embaflador and the Viceroy fet out the fame day for 
Canton, the route to which was upon the river Chien-tang- 
chaung. Two bodies of Tartar troops, fuperbdly drefled, 
were drawn out upon the beach, and faluted his Excellency 
as he paffed to his barge. An immenfe crowd of boats were 
aflembled on the occafion, and among the experienced boati- 





men was one who rowed, fteercd, held the facet, and {moked 


at the {ame time. 
Between Han-choo-foo and Yen-choo-foo werc fome rich 
' 


and piturela ue valleys, which prefented to view the large 
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the thuya, or arbor vite tree, which grows to an amazing 
height. 

During a fhort temporary obftruction to the progrefs of the 
boats, two young men overtook them, who were anxious to 
have a fight of the Embaflador, They were dignified with 
the fame office from the King of the Lequefe iflands, and were 
going to pay tribute and do homage from their fovereign to the 
Emperor. Their drefs, befides filk turbans, confifted of a 
fine brown fhawl, the manufacture of their country, lined 
with the furs of fquirrels; They were of dark complexion, 
well bred, and communicative. No European vefiel, it feems, 
had ever been at any of their iflands, (at the principal of which 
was a commodious harbour) though they are net prohibited, 
and would be well received. 

The tea-tree, feldom cultivated more northerly than thirty 
degrees, was difcovered about this part thinly {cattcred ; but 
it abounds in the province of Fochen. 

Several excavations were perceived in the fides of the con- 
tiguous hills, whence had been obtained a {pecies of fine gras 
nite, called pe-tun-/e, ufed in manufacturing porcelain. This 
with fao-lin, a kind of clay,—wha-/he, fimilar to the Englifh 
foap-rock,—/he-kan, the gypfum, and, it is report ed, the in- 
confumable afbefios foffile ftone, formed its principal materials. 
A villagein the neighbourhood contained three thoufand fur- 
naces for baking porcelain, but the manufaQuring of it is 
with them rendered uncertain, inafmuch as, for want of fuch 
a thermometer as Wedgwood’s to afcertain the degree of heat, 
the contents of whole furnaces have been baked into one folid, 
ulelefs mals. 

The embafly had now reached Chan-fan-chen, where the 
river was no longer navigable. During their route, as well as 
on their arrival here, there were fevera! interchanges of vifits 
between the Viceroy and the Embaflador, while preparations 
were making for their journey by land. He had almoit a daily 
correfpondence with the Emperor, from whom his Excellency 

continyed to receive expreflions of perfonal efteem,—The 
oppreffions to which foreigners, and particularly the Englihh, 
were expoled at Canton frequently arofe in the courfe of cons 
verfation. ‘The benevolence of the Viceroy difpofed him to 
liften to {uch complaints ; and Chow-ta-zhin, a ftaunch friend 
to the embafly, whom he had honoured with his confidence, 
undertook to urge the bufinefs to him in private. 

Every thing being ready, the embafly purfued their journey 
towards Canton. On their route they perceived flages upon 
9 the 
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THE 


the floping fides of hills, in which were cultivated pulfe, grain, 
yams, {weet potatoes, onions, Carrots, turnips, and other culi- 
nary vegetables. Upon the top of the mountain was a refer= 
voir to catch rain water, which was conveyed thence by chan- 
nels, to irrigate thefe cultivated terraces. 

The colle&ing of compoft for the land is with them an ob- 
je&t of the greateft attention; in which bufineis are employed 
old and young, incapable of any other kind of labour. They 
rummage every ftreet, road, jakes-pots, river, and canal, and 
alfo pick up with their hands, in bafkets, the ordure of animals, 
and offals of every kind which can anfwer the purpofe of ma~ 
nure. Wherever this is deficient, they unite various kinds of 
earth together; if the earth be too compact or adhefive, they 
mix it with fand, if too loofe, clay or loam ; and they are ate 
tentive in adopting the nature of the plant to the foil, and 
often, to advantage, change the earth from one fpot to another. 

Befides the modes already pointed out for raifing water from 
rivers for irrigating their lands, the Chinefe make ufe of a 
chain-pump, the chambers of which, inftead of being cylin- 
drical, are univerfally {quare. The infide of a hollow wooden 
trunk is divided in the middle by a board, into two compart- 
ments; a chain, made to turn over a {mall wheel or roller at 
each extremity of the trunk, is faftened to flat and {quare 
pieces of wood, nicely fitted to the capacity of the cavity. 
Thefe, called lifters, move with the chain round the rollers, 
and raife a volume of water proportionate to the dimenfions 
of the hollow trunk. The power to work this machine may 
be applied different ways. When it is intended to raife a 
great quantity of water, fets of wooden arms, in the form of 
the letter T, are affixed to the lengthened axis of the rollers, 
and {moothed for the foot to reft upon. The axis is made to 
turn upon two wood uprights, rendered fteady by a piece of 
timber ftretched acrofs them, Men, by treading upon the pro= 

jecting part of the wooden arms, fupporting themfelves at the 
fame time by a crofs beam, give a rotatory motson to the 
chain 3 and the lifters, being attached to it, raife up a conftant 
and abundant ftream of water. 

(To be continued.) 





ANECDOTE of JUDGE JEFFREYS. 


HE father of Mr. Walter Harte, the hiftorian of Guf- 
tavus. Adolphus, was a nonjuror, a man of remarkable 
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piety and integrity. When Judge Jeffreys came to Taunton 
affizes, in 1685, to execute his commiffion on the rebels that 
had joined Monmouth, old Mr. Harte, at that time minifter of 
St. Mary’s church at Taunton, waited on him privately, and 
remonftrated much againft the feverities which he was going 
to infi@. The Judge liftened to him calmly and attentively ; 
and, though he had never feen him before, to his great furprife, 
advanced him in a few months to a prebendal ftall in the cae 
thedral of Briftol. ‘ I thought,” fays Dr. Warton, “ the 
reader would not diflike to hear this anecdote of Jeffreys, the 
one only action of his life that 1 believe does him any credit.” 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of KING’s BENCH. 
Tuespay, May 1. 

PARKER U. SLOW. 


HIS ation was brought againft the defendant, for 111, 
for articles of cloathing furnifhed for his wife and 
daughter. 

On the part of the plaintiff it was proved, that the defen- 
dant lived with another woman, and that articles of feparation 
had been entered into between her and her hufband, whercby 
they agreed to live feparate, and he was to allow her 2s. 6d.a 
week, which he did till Michaelmas laft, fince which time he 
had refufed to pay it; and it was fince that time that the 
articles in queition had been purchafed. 

On the part'of the defendant Mr. Mingay ftated, that the 
reafon why the hufband refufed to pay the 2s. 6d. any longer, 
was becaufe this woman came to his houfe and broke his 
windows, and ftole a goofe. She was a fervantto a lady of 
quality, aad her daughter was alfo a fervant, having wages to 
the amount of 6]. per annum. He thould prove that this 
debt was contraéted, not from any neceflity, but for the purpole 
of arrefting thehufband. A part of this bill was for cloathing 
for the daughter. He contended that the father was not 
bound to pay her debts when fhe was in fervice, receiving 61. 
a year wages. To be fure, if the defendant turned his wife 
out of the houfe, for the purpofe of living with another 
woman, he fent credit. along with her for the neceflaries of 
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Lord Kenyon thought this a caufe of importance to the 
public. As the hufband had for aconfiderable time paid the 
2s. 6d.a week, he muft have thought that his wife could not 
fuppore herfelf by her earnings as a fervant. The law with 
refpect to wives and with refpect to children was very different. 
If a man turned his wife away when fhe had been guilty of no 
mifcondua, the law compelled him to furnifh her with necef- 
faries ; and whoever furnifhed her with thofe neceflaries might 
maintain an action againft the hufband. But the cafe of 
children was very different ; when thev lived, perhaps, at a 
diftance from their parents, as inthis cafe, and were furnifhed 


, by any perfon with the neceflaries or conveniences of life, 


that perfon could not maintain an ation againft the parents but 
in confequence of a contra& between him and them, either 
exprefled or implied. An act of Parliament paffed in the 
latter end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, empowering 
juftices of the peace to compel the fathers and mothers, grand 
fathers, and grand-mothers of poor impotent perfons, to mains 
tain them at their own charges, if of fufficient ability, &c. 
See 43 Eliz.c. 2. fect. 7. It would be extremely inconvenient 
for many parents in the fituation of the detendant, if they 
were to be bound for the debts of their children, after they had 
left them, and were in the fituation of fervants. The jury, 
therefore, would perhaps, look at this bill will a double afpedct. 

Verdi for the plaintiff 81, the amount of the articles fold to 
the wifes 





THE KING v. THE INHABITANTS OF ULVERSTON, 


A motion was made for a rule to thew caufe why an order of 
two juftices to remove a pauper from one parifh to another 
fhould not be quafhed. 

The pauper has acquired a fettlement by being hired from 
Whitfunday to Whitfunday, but being found pregnant of a 
baftard child, was difcharged from fervice a few days before 
the return of that feftival, in confequence of which a fettlement 
was denied her, although it happened that fhe had ferved more 
than twelve calendar months, 

Thécafe turned upon the queftion, Whether a fettlement 
was to be acquired by ferving a calendar or ecclefiaftical year, 
which, in this cafe, was from the 21{t of May, 1796, to the 
aiftof June, 1797. 

Lord Kenyon faid, that no cafe could be clearer: He knew 
Of no fuch thing as an ecclefiaftical year.—As well might it be 
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faid, that three months made a year when the beginning of the 
year was altered from March to January, as that it could bea 
year from the 21ft of May tothe 21ft of June in the follow. 
ing year. In this cafe the pauper was bired for more than a 
year, and had aétually ferved more than a year. Iu his Lord- 
fhip’s opinion the Court concurred.—Rule to thew caufe was 
granted. 





On the REVIVAL of WITCHCRAFT. 


To th EDITOR. 
SIR, 


LTHOUGH no man can hold in higher efteem than 
I do the talents and knowledge of the late Mr. Juftice 
Blackftone, yet upon the fubjeét of witchcraft I am inclined 
in fome refpect to doubt the validity of whathe advances. He 
allows, that although our ancient law books are full of this 
fpecies of offence, yet that it is a crime of which one knows 
not well what account to give. Nay, he goes farther, and in 
this I perfe@lly agree with him, and fays, that “ To deny the 
poflibility, nay, actual exiftence of witchcraft and forcery, is 
at once flatly to contradi& the revealed word of God,” and 
he adds, that the thing itfelf is a truth to which every nation 
in the world hath in its turn borne teftimony, either by exam- 
ples feemingly well attefted, or by prohibitory laws, which at 
Jeaft fuppofe the poflibility of a commerce with evil fpirits. 
The civil law punifhes with death not only the forcerers them 
felves, but alfo thofe who confult them. And our own laws, 
both before and fince the Conqueft, have been equally penal. 
«© Wherefore,” fays the learned Blackftone, * it feems to be 
the moft eligible way to conclude, with an ingenious writer of 
our own, (Addifor.) that in general there has been fuch a thing 
as witchcraft; though one cannot give credit to any particular 
modern inftance of it.” 

I beg that your readers, who do me the honour to perufe 
this letter, will attend to the lJaft mentioned words of our 
learned author.—lI fhall have occafion to advert to them, as 
foon as I have finifhed mentioning what farther our laWs have 
declared upon the fubje. 

Our fcrefathers, we are told, were ftrong believers, when 
they enacted in Henry VIII's time, all witchcraft and forcery 
to be felony, without benefit of clergy, and again in the days 
of the wife King James I, that all perfons invoking any evil 
fpirit, 
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ipirit, or confulting, covenanting with, entertaining, employ~ 
ing, feeding, or rewarding any evil {pirit 5 or taking up dead 
bodjes from their graves to be ufed in any witchcraft, forcery, 
charm, or inchantment, or killing, or otherwife hurting any 
perfon by fuch infernal arts 5 fhould be guilty of felony withe 
out benefit of clergy, and fuffer death. And if any perfon 
fhould attempt by forcery to difcover hidden treafure, or to ree 
ftore ftolen goods, or to provoke unlawful love, or to hurt any 
man or beait, though the fame were not affected, he or fhe 
fhould fuffer imprifonment and pillory for the firit offence, 
and death for the fecond, Thefe a&ts continued in force till 
lately, tothe terror of all ancient females in the kingdom 3 and 
many poor wretches were facrificed thereby to the prejudice 
of their neighbours, and their own illufions; not a few having, 
by fome means or other, confefled the fact at the gallows, 
But all executions for this dubious crime are now at end 3 
our legiflature having at length enacted that no profecution 
fhall for the future be carried on againft any perfon for cone 
juration, witchcraft, (orcery, or inchantment. 

Now, Sir, all that we learn from is is, that the legiflature 
has thought proper to let certain offences go unpunithed, 
againit which there were formerly exprefs laws—and with ree 
gard to the exiftence of witchcralt, let me return to the words 
of Addifon, as quoted by Judge Blackftone, * It feems to be 
the moft eligible way to conclude, that in general there has 
been fuch a thing as witchcraft, though one cannot give credit 
to any pacticular modern inftance of it.” 

If, therefore, it is eligible tv conclude that there has been 
fuch a thing as witchcraft, it furely cannot be improper to afk, 
at what period it did ceafe and difappear? On that thefe learned 
men are filent. The laws again{t it have indeed been re- 
pealed, but furely no man wiill pretend to fay that the repeal of 
alaw argucs.the abfence of a crime. If we were to repeal 
the ftatutes avainft houfeorcaking, would it tend to leffen the 
number of theves ? But farther, and what I think tae moft exs 
ceptionable part of Mr. Additon’s opinion, he fays, “ Though 
one cannot give credit to any particular modern inftance of 
it.” 

Unfortunately for this opinion, I have a great many modern 
inftances to bringy and indeed none but modern inftances, for 
I cannot pretend to brig evidence of matters which happened 
before I was born, And, Sir, let me afk any unprejudiced 
man to look around him, and beheld the actions of his fellows 
Creatures, and declare whether he can attribute the greater 
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part of them to any agency, but that of witchcraft! Ido not 
fay that the witcheraft in our days is employed on the fame 
objects as formerly, fuch as taking up dead bodies, for that, we 
find, can be done without any other forcery than the applica- 
tion of a furgeon to a fpecies of being called a refurre@ion- 
man, nor to the purpofe of difcovering hidden treafure, or re- 
ftoring ftolen goods, nor drying up the milk of an old woman’s 
cow, or fuch matters as witches feem to have performed in 
ancient times.—Nor are our witches of the fame defcription 
as formerly. They are not what Blackftone calls ancient fe- 
males, although fome few of them who have done extraor- 
dinary feats lately in matters of * unlawful love,” are not 
over young; nor do they ride on broomfticks, or {wim in 
egg-fhells, or fuckle cats, as they ufed todo. But does all this 
prove that witchcraft dees not now exift ? As well may we 
prove that a man who has changed his drefs and appearance is 
not ftill the fame man, 

Can any perfon doubt the exiftence of witchcraft, or, if 
you pleafe, the revival of it, who attentively obferves what is 
paffing around him, and efpecially who confults what pafles 
within himfelf ? If there be a fceptic of this kind, I would 
beg leave to point out to him one or two fpecies of dire 
witchcraft, of which in moft cafes neither law, reafon, nor re- 
ligion has ever been able to get the better. 

Let me inthe firft place mention deauty, and then afk whe- 
ther there is a man in the world who can lay his hand upon his 
heart, and declare that he has not been, at one time or other of 
his life, bewitched by it? Has it not almoft deprived him of 
his fenfes and reafon, taken from him his eyes and his ears, 
made his {peech faulter, and his heart to palpitate ? How many 
have been fo far bewitched by it as to foriake father and mo- 
ther, and cleave to a ftranger ! Some have cven been induced 
to hang and drown themfelves, and not a few have becn hanged 
by others, merely for the confequences of this moft irrefiftible 
{pecies of witchcraft. And, Sir, if this be the cafe, and who 
can deny it ? what comparifon can the witcheries of former 
days bear to our’s, the drying up of a farmer’s cow, for in- 
ftance, or the blighting his corn! Thefe were mere jokes; of 
at beft, but a tit-for-tat kind of revenge, compared to the mil- 
chicf done in our days by the numerous herd of forcerefles, 
who infeft both town and country. Their charms are fo nu- 
merous thzt it is almoft impoffible to efcape them 5 and they 
generally put them in practice one after another, until the ef- 
fect is produced, 
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How many unhappy objects in the prime of youth and 
health, who have efcaped a pair of eyes, have fallen a facrifice 
to abewitching {mile ? How many, on whom the {mile has 
produced no effect, have been overthrown by adimple ? How 
many have been facrificed on an ivory fet of teeth, or have 
gone to their long home from the fudden ftroke of a well 
turned ancle. But were I tooadd the mortal effects of ogling, 
leering, coaxing, wheedling, and above all, a pair of pouting 
lips, I fhould be obliged to multiply inftances without end, and 
convert your Entertainer into a regifter of thofe who have died 
by witchcraft. 

But I cannot help mentioning fome of the ways, in which 
the unhappy objects are deftroyed, and in this I am- partly 
affitted by one of the aforementioned authors. Some, we find, 
are fhot from windows, and fome wounded as the witch fteps 
intoa coach. Someare {mitten by the glance of an eye, and 
others lofe their life ina dance. Some are killed by the tap of 
a fan, and fundry perfons have been murdered at the plays 
houfes. Would I could add that the church was a fan¢tuary. 
But, alas ! many have caught their death during the perform- 
ance of a voluntary, and fome have been known to go dif 
tracted from a curtefy after the blefling. Some have been 
flain by a blufh, and others cut off by an application of rouge, 
Some have been drowned in a flood of tears, and others 
aflaffinated by a random fhot from a laced tucker. 

Such, Sir, are fome of the mifchiefs occafioned by the en- 
chantment of beauty. Were I to proceed farther, I fhould 
perhaps go too far. I fhall therefore only mention Doors 
Commons and the Court of King’s Bench, and thofe places in 
which perfons are frequently maflacred by hundreds, I mean 
the Opera, Theatres, Ranelagh, Vawxhall, and the watering 
places. When all this is confidered, I truft it will be unnecef- 
fary for me to add more in proof that witchcraft is revived, and 
that we are inas much, if not more danger now, than when 
our forcerers confined their objects to the purpofes mentioned 
above, 

But this is only one fpecies of witchcraft, perhaps indeed, 
the moft prevalent, yet there are others, which do not yield 
to it in general effect. Of thefe | fhall only mention, ame 
bition, power, and riches, and having mentioned them, fhall 
leave them to the coofideration of your readers, Each can 

judge for himfelf, how far he has been influenced by theie 
magic fpells, and may likewile, from this hint, be able to ace 
Count for many circumitances in the conduct of mankind, 
which 
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which otherwife would appear marvellous and incredible, 
I flatter myfelf that I have faid enough to prove the exiftence 
or revival of witchcraft. Asto the cure of it,] mutt refer to 
thofe very enlighterted laws, which we thought proper fome 
years ago to repeal. This, as Blackitone feems to affert, was 
done to oblige the ancient females in the kingdom. Whethera 
new fet of laws applicable to the younger ones may not be 
proper, I leave to the determination of your readers, If 
called upon for an opinion in the conftru@tion of fuch laws, all 
I thall propofe is, that our witches be permitted to enchant one 
man, and no more, and to hold him in their fpells during the 
term of his natural life, veiling their charms the meanwhile 
from every other perfon.—I am, Sir, &c. 
A.L. 





HAPPINESS on FIFTY-SIX POUNDS a YEAR. 
AS: applied to the Dean of Chriftchurch for the 


little vicarage of Blenddington then vacant, of the clear 
yearly value of about 40l. ‘ Sir,” faid he, “ I maintain a 
wife and fix children on 561. a year.—Not that I fhould regard 
the matter, were the income certain. But whena man cons 
fiders it may be taken from him any day in the week, he can- 
not be quite fo eafy.” “1 will get the living for you, if 
I can,” anfwered the Dean; * but I would not have you 
raife your expectations too high ; becaufe, if any member ef 
the college will take it, by our rules he muft have it.” QO, 
Sir,” replied the divine, “ it would make me the happieft 
man in the world !—but if I mifs it, I fhall not be unhappy. 
I never knew what it was to be unhappy for one hour, in my 
whole life.” 





ao” Ba ee -F. 


= perfons fuppofe that ,an appearance of godly zeal, 
and a paffion to fave fouls, will fupply the defecis of Chrif- 
tian knowledge ; but without fuch knowledge there will not 
be Chriftian prudence; and fuch perfons, neglecting to inform 
themfelves, fuffer under the want of judgment, and are carried 
into delufion, of which they do not fee the confequences. Ig- 
norant piety muft go to fchool, before it will be able to work 
furely and with good effeét : Ie muft itfelf be taught before it 
can be fit to teach others, 
RE- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


Y thetime a man is about to leave the world, he begins 
to know fomewhat of it. I would not, however, recom- 
mend to thofe who are in early life, a temper of fufpicion and 
diftruft. Itis much better to be fometimes deceived, than to 
be always fufpicious. The real evils of human life are fuffi- 
cient, without rendering it more gloomy, by removing from it 
that benevolence and mutual confidence, which are yet to be 
found init. 

Paft feenes are generally recolleé&ted with a folemn fadnefs, 
caufed by the thought, that the time is gone which will never 
more return, Our days muft be well and profitably {pent, if 
we would remember them with pleafure, 


Anfwer, by Hermes, of Bath, to F. Callins’s Queftion, inferted 
December 11. 


F x reprefent the radius of the infcribed circle,a=2 +x, 
b=3+x, c—4+x,q= the fum of the quotients of the 
rectangles under each two quantities, a, b, &c. divided by 
twice the remaining one, and s=half the folid under the 
three; then will x?+qx*=s; in which, if the values of a,b, 
and c, be fubftituted, it will produce an equation of the fixth 
power. Sce Simpfon’s Algebra, prob. 29, &c. But the 
eafieft way will be to aflume the radius (x), and find the root 
of the above equation by the method of trial and error; by 
which we find x= 2.86577, nearly; the area of the circle is 
therefore = 5.73154" x.7854 = 25.8008225, fq. chains = 
2A.2R.12 P. Butthe area of the triangle is alfo required, 
and this is well known to be = half the perim. drawn into the 
rad.of the infcribed circle. Now (by Euc. 47. 1.) the fides 
are eafily found =9.0503802,10.1713955, and 11.3571512 
chains: Half the aggregate of which drawn into 2 865775 
produces 43.8160856 chains = 4 A. 1 R.21 P. for the area 
fought, 





Anfwer, by Reclufe, of Yeovil, to Ovdipus’s Enigma, inferted the 
11th of December, 1797 


ao o’er the banks of a murmuring brook, 
Which meand’ring ran thro’ the glade 
Vor, XXXI, 3R Then 
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Then to read an enigma I fat ona rock 
Which o’erhung a rural cafcade. 


But foon roar’d loud thunder, th’ lightning did glare, 
And waters did deluge th’ plain : 
Not a friend had I near my-terrors to fhare, 


Or a GREAT COAT to keep out the rain. 





Anfwer, by W. Brock, of Evercreech, to Hodge Wymond’s Rebus, 
inferted February 12. 


™~ ALT ASH, Sir, without a doubt, 
Your rebus clearly will make out. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from T. Stick, of 
St. Dennis; T. Lawrence, of Chard; T. Whicker, of Exon; 
P. Halfway; John Bradridge, and W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; 
P, Ninnis, junior, of St. Agnes; W. Rennels, of Barnftaple; 
Reclufe, of Yeovil; Walter Bickham, junior, of Athburton; 
and T. Coumbe, of Stonehoufe, 





A CHARADE, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


WO verbs judicioufly conne&, 
An animal you wiil deteQ, 





4 REBUS, by IV. Bickham, Funior, of Afbburton 
wie of learning, bards of fame, 


An ufeful beaft, imprimis, name ; 
Likewife a Britifh river view, 
Then a fifh well-known to you ; 
Explore a ftar in yonder fky, 
Review a flower, as you pafs by; 
Bring a liquor now to light, 
Introduce a virgin right; 
Calla precious ttone to mind, 
Kind Sirs, an hero laftly find ; 
Hither all th’ initials bring, 
A bird adorn’d with beauteous wings, 
Melodioufly whiftles and fings, 


6 POETRY. 
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Oz SPRING. 
ADDRESSED TO ANNAe 


TERN winter’s gloomy reign is o’er, 
The northern blafts are lull’d to fleep ; 
The birds their notes {ymphonious pour, 
Expreflion fails to tell how {weet. 


Nature a joyous afpeé wears, 

Has broke the tyrant’s ruthlefs fway ; 
Agaiu fair Flora’s train appears 

Along the vale to-hail the day. 


The nymphs and fwains now trip the green; 
See love-fick Hodge in hafte advance, 
With Kate, his lovely, blufhing queen, 
To join the jocund, merry dance, 


The plumy throng from {pray to fpray, 

Now perch and ftrain their little throats ; 
The tender lambkins frifk and play 

T’ infpire their minds with pleafing thoughts. 


Here cheerful innocence and joy 

Pervade each artlefs ruftic’s breatt ; 
No care their pleafures dare annoy, 

For blett fimplicity’s their gneft. 
No jealous fears their minds invade, 

Pale forrow’s given to the air 5 

Not ali the tinfel’d vain parade 

Of courts can with thofe fcenes compare. 


*¢ Then why art thou deprefs’d, my fair? 
** Ah! why alone doth Anna mourn? 

** Why flows adown thy cheek the tear 
*€ When finiles all nature doth adorn? 


** Tho’ William’slaid beneath yon tomb, 
** And fleeps in cruel death’s embrabe ; 
** Oh let not forrow’s fickly gloom 
“ Deform thy lovely angel face. 


«* Come, peerlefs nymph! no longer figh, 
** Nor dare at providence repine ; 
“* Come, <\nna, wipe thy watry eye, 
‘And give thy forrows-to the wind. 
* Secit 
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** Seeft thou yon fteeple o’er the lawn? 

*© | know a fwain would make thee bleft ; 
*¢ Would love thee for.thy worth alone, 

** And lullthy aching griefs to reft. 


*¢ Then come, let’s hafte, accomplifh’d maid ! 
** And ev’ry pafling hour improve ; 

«¢ Eré youth and beauty do recede, 
** Unite our hearts ir wedded love.” 


F. HANCOCK. 
Stepcott Hill, Exeter, April 30, 1798. 
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INVOCATION ¢o VIRTUE. 


RFA virtue! fource of ev’ry joy, 

From thy abode defcend: 

No more let vice this earth annoy, 
Nor with thy votaries blend. 


Oh let thy facred front appear, 
Let us enjoy thy charms ; 

From canc’rous envy keep us clear, 
And clafp us in thy arms. 


Make vice and flander fhun our fight, 
*Mid night’s dark, dire domain; 

But thou, refulgent queen of light! 
O’er mortals ever reign, 


As is the rofe refrefh’d by morn, 
Grant me refrefhment {weet ; 

Like lambkins, which the lawns adorn, 
Let us thy prefence greet. 


Then fhall eternal pzans ring, 
Thro’ ev’ry verdant grove ; 

And peace her faireft off rings bring 
To virtue and true love. 


RECLUSE. 
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On Reafon and Love, written at the Requeft of a Lady whore 


Striéted the Author to fix Lines. 


S on reafon and love you command me to write, 
And I {wear they’re oppos’d as the day to the night; 





For wherever love fhines, reaton furely bas vanith’d ; 
But when reafon dawns—love is preiently banith’d : 
As the fun lights the earth, fo does reafon the mind, 


And the moon’s wane and wax, love’s emblem you’l] find. 





